
What Really Matters
Insights from Church History



• GOD

• God’s Plan for Humanity: From Chaos to Order to Justice to 

Love

• The Role for the Government: Order with Justice— Freedom 

of Religion-Legal Separation of the Church and the State 

• The Role for the Church and Individual Followers of Christ: 

Receiving God’s love and Forgiveness and offering to the 

world 

• The Role of the Bible: Authoritative when understood 

prayerfully through progressive revelation, guided by 

experience, reason and tradition… Revelation also includes 

scientific knowledge—knowledge from God’s creation.



THE CONTEMPORARY CHURCH 

1859-PRESENT

Context: The American Synthesis     1776-1859

Not a Christian Nation but a nation of “Christians” 

Official separation of Church and State 

Christian churches of various denominations.... 

most based on the Nicene Creed

Gradually  becomes the ideal in the Western world

as we move through the 19th and 20th centuries



THOMAS JEFFERSON’S REDACTED  BIBLE  

Deists— Thomas Paine, Ethan Allen

Supernatural world view— John Adams, Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry

wives and daughters

Practical Christians— George Washington (conservative) 

BenjaminFranklin, James Monroe (liberal) 





The Ideal is Challenged

The intellectual challenge

Charles Darwin  1809-1882

The Origin of  Species 1859

A student at Cambridge in theology…



Karl Marx   1818-1883

but…Christian upbringing



Sigmund Freud— Psychology 1856-1939

Freud's psychoanalytic perspective viewed religion 

as the unconscious mind's need for wish fulfillment. 

Because people need to feel secure and absolve 

themselves of their own guilt, Freud believed that 

they choose to believe in God, who represents a 

powerful father-figure. Psycho analysis…

id, ego super ego.. sexuality….

Freud's family were Jewish but he was 

himself non-practicing. 

In 1873, Freud began to study medicine at the 

University of Vienna.



The Moral Challenge

Slavery 1619- 1865……

Biblically defended…”actually 

helpful to inferior people

Nat Turner’s Bible

Harriet Tubman

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2017/11/16/the-new-museum-of-the-bible-confronts-the-challenge-of-presenting-slavery-and-the-confederacy/?utm_term=.095d6f5fe134&tid=lk_inline_manual_24


Treatment of Native Americans

Throughout most of our history…..

One story to illustrate

Chief Joseph the elder
1785-1871

Chief of the Wallowa branch 

of the Nez Perce

One of the first to become a Christian

who then vigorously 

advocated for peace with the 

white settlers… and the army

Peace was achieved and the Wallowa land was saved

for a time… then lost as the Gold Rush expanded. The US violated 

the treaty. Joseph renounced his faith, ripped up the American flag 

and his Bible. 



World Wars and the Atomic Bomb

So called Christian nations fighting 

against each other….

Hitler and the Holocaust supported 

by the German Protestant Church

The American bombing of 

Dresden… and the atomic 

bombs on Japan 

decimating civilian populations



The Spiritual Challenge From the East

Ghandi and India’s independence

The Dalai Lama



The Christian Response

Biblical Fundamentalism… from the Bible is inspired and 

authoritative, to infallible in what it intends to teach to 

inerrant in everything… OT and NT instructive… 

"I want to preach the gospel so plainly, that men

can come from the factories and not have 

to bring a dictionary.”

"I don't believe your own bastard theory of 

evolution, either; I believe it's pure jackass 

nonsense”



The Charismatic  Movement

The Asuza Street Revival 1906-08

William Seymor 1870-1922

Gradually beyond the Pentecostal Church… influenced many denominations

in the 20th century

Explosive growth today— Pew Study



Social Justice Christianity

Oscar Romero 1917-1980

Martin Luther King 1929-1968

Jim Wallis 1948-



Evangelism and Evangelical Christianity

Billy Graham 

Focus on Personal Salvation



Christian Contemplation  

Richard Foster 1942—

Celebration of Discipline

Streams of Living Water

Renovare

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1286037


Phyllis Tickle    The Great Emergence

Combinations…?

Fundamentalists

Charismatics 

Social Gospel Advocates 

Evangelicals

Contemplatives

Let’s get rid of the narrow mindedness 

of the Fundamentalists 

and add their extra dose of courage to the other four



Bob and Gracie Ekblad

Tierra Nueva

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/3016204


• Living the Christian faith today with Charismatic Power, Social Justice 

Advocacy, Evangelical Zeal and Contemplative Hope

• GOD

• God’s Plan for Humanity: From Chaos to Order to Justice to Love

• The Role for the Government: Order with Justice— Freedom of Religion –

Legal Separation of the Church and the State 

• The Role for the Church and Individual Followers of Christ: Receiving God’s love 

and forgiveness and offering to the world 

• The Role of the Bible: Authoritative when understood prayerfully through progressive

revelation, guided by experience, reason and tradition… Revelation also includes  

scientific knowledge—knowledge from God’s creation.


